
Dear Residents

Spring is well and truly here and, after what seemed 
like the wettest winter ever, the sun is bringing us all 
some much needed brightness and I hope you all had a 
chance to see the fabulous display of Spring flowers on 
the banks of Lower Ratton Drive (below).

With the onset of the Coronavirus Pandemic we do 
not intend to hold either the AGM or the Summer Tea 
Party.  The Committee would like to set up a support 
group to help the more vulnerable residents on the 
estate and for this to work effectively we need to have 
as many volunteers as possible from each road to 
register with the Chairman to ensure we can 
co-ordinate the best way forward.  Please email on the 
usual address or telephone/text on 07725 304694 if 
you are able to help - or indeed need help.

PLANS FOR 2020

Stone Pillars
Work is due to commence on the repair of the stone 
pillars on Upper Ratton Drive, we expect the costs to 
be approximately £10,000.

Road Survey
We have appointed SWP to carry out a survey of all 
the roads on the estate and requested they make 
recommendations for works to be completed 
immediately, within 2 years and 5 years.  The road 
surfaces have deteriorated in places and it is 
important to have a regular maintenance schedule 
to avoid the needs for major works.

Lampposts
All the lampposts on the estate will be repainted black.

Traffic Survey
We are continuing to gather data and feel we will soon 
be in a position to confirm the results.  Normally this 
would be at an Extraordinary Meeting but that is 
impossible at the present time, therefore the 
committee will decide on how to circulate the 
information with recommendations based on the 
figures produced.

Trees
We have appointed an independent arborist to carry 
out the tree survey which is due to take place when the 
trees are in leaf.  Upon receipt of the report the 
recommended maintenance work will be completed.  
Our current maintenance schedule proved to be very 
successful as only relatively small amounts of dead-
wood fell during the horrendous high winds.

At this unprecedented time there is greater need for 
patience, tolerance and empathy.  A number of families 
have children at home, which means additional noise 
in gardens when young ones are running around 
playing all sorts of games, getting excited at the 
smallest things that are so interesting through a 
child’s eyes.  Balls may fly over gardens, there will be 
screams of delight when goals are scored and lots of 
joy playing with pets who might be barking.
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LEAF CLEARANCE

EBC had, at long last, agreed to clean RD on a 
weekly basis and Linkway monthly. EBC’s new 
contractors will, in future, have its mechanical 
sweeper clean RD on a weekly basis (usually Friday 
Morning) and Linkway monthly (on the last Friday of 
the month). For maximum benefit it would be much 
appreciated if both roads could be kept clear of all 
parked cars during those times. One resident in LRD 
did complain about these contractors being on a 
private estate and the service was suspended. 
However,  as Chairman, I have given ORRA approval 
for  the contractors to return to the site. 

HALLOWEEN

Two groups of children on the estate had great fun  
dressing up for Halloween and visiting ‘volunteer’ 
houses. It would add to the community spirit if we 
could encourage more residents to open their doors, 
join in the fun and help make memories of our 
community for the young generation. If you are 
willing to participate next year please let me know.

Wishing you all a merry Christmas and a 
prosperous new year.

Rose Kiley
Chairman

RATTON GARDEN

The Chairman of RG is in negotiations for the up and 
coming external decorations in 2020. 

TRAFFIC CALMING

The speed monitor will be up and running soon to 
record additional data for Walnut Tree Walk and 
Ratton Drive. 

ROADS AND GULLIES

We are seeking to appoint a company to provide 
independent advice for the roads and drainage system. 
Two companies have been approached.

The gullies in RD all appear fine but some are posi-
tioned a couple of feet away from the edge of the road 
as over the years it would seem the road has widened.

In WTW the construction of a gulley and its soakaways 
has been ascertained by means of excavation.

The gullies in RD and WTW differ in design, the latter 
being much more difficult to clean/empty. 
Consultants advise that these are rebuilt at some time 
in the future. In the meantime, if everyone could 
ensure that the drain in the road is kept clear of 
leaves/debris that would be very helpful.

TREES

The biennial tree report will be completed in the 
Spring and no doubt there will be work to be 
completed. The recent high winds brought down quite 
a bit of deadwood but, I am pleased to say, nothing too 
serious. 

and any required works, especially in The Grove; 
painting of all lampposts on the estate; and the 
annual grass cutting contract.

As there will not be an AGM this year, we intend to 
send out a copy of the accounts to everyone 
sometime in May.

Angela Potter
ORRA Treasurer

As the time of potential frosts will soon be over, we 
should all look at maintaining our trees and 
hedges.  A lot of the hedges on the estate are now 
very mature and it is vital that we are ‘on the ball’ 
with regular maintainence in order to control the 
size and preserve their core strength so they can 
remain our beautiful green boundaries. 

The majority of hedges are box privet type species 
which need careful maintainence at regular 
intervals throughout the year.  I notice that most 
of these types of hedge on the estate are top heavy, 
causing them to become unbalanced and to ‘snake’ 
which eventually leads to their collapse.  They 
should be wider at the base than the top, in a 
gradual sloped manner.  A good guide for the correct 
way to trim various species of hedges can be found 
on the RHS website.

The ORRA Committee are disappointed that some 
people on the estate have proceeded with tree work 
without consulting ORRA. Even trees on your own 
land, front and back, are subject to the covenants 
and require permission from ORRA before any main-
tenance work can commence.

With the huge scale of the Ash dieback, hundreds if 
not thousands of trees are being removed from all 
around us on the downs and woods of our 
community. It will most certainly have an impact on 
us below. We already have huge strain on our 
antiquated drainage systems and gullies, and 
enough flooding of our green spaces. A single mature 
tree will absorb at least 500 gallons of water each 
and every day, therefore reducing the flood factor 
for us all.  Every single tree on the estate has just 
become even more valuable and essential.  

 Julia Batchelor
 Trees and Gardening

Perhaps you Mums and Dads could come up with a 
competition for the kids to take part in, something that 
can be completed at home.  We could use the website to 
judge entries – get your thinking caps on. 

One suggestion is drawing rainbows and putting the 
pictures in the window for everyone to see and another 
idea is  making a scarecrow. It doesn’t have to be a 
traditional one, it could be a Star Wars character, 
Spiderman, movie character - or anything.

Finally, please do not light bonfires. Although not ille-
gal, it is completely anti-social. and at this time when 
everyone is self-isolating, the garden is a great outdoor 
space when the sun is shining.  The last thing any of 
us want is to be choking on smoke billowing over the 
estate and into our homes.  It is particularly harmful 
for individuals who have respiratory problems. 

Stay safe.
Rose Kiley  
ORRA Chairman

Treasurer’s Report 

My sincere thanks go to all residents who paid their 
annual maintenance charge in a timely manner.

I am pleased to report that all annual maintenance 
charges and arrears have been collected apart from 
three households (our ‘usual suspects’) who 
consistently decline to contribute to the expense of 
keeping the estate in good order.

To the casual viewer therefore, our bank balance 
would look very healthy. But some large expenses are 
on the horizon: although the stone for repairs to the 
pillars on Ratton Drive has been ordered and paid for, 
further costs are still to come; the biennial tree report 
and any required maintenance works; the roads report 


