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NEWSLETTER MAY 2012 
 
 
 
 
Dear Fellow Residents 
 
It is great to see the signs of spring and know that hopefully the worst of the weather is now behind us. 
Fortunately we had just the one fall of snow early in February which did not cause too much disruption 
around the estate. My sincere thanks to all those who gritted and cleared the snow from the roads and 
assisted the elderly folk in this difficult time. 
You will recall that in my last Newsletter I told you of the Committees drive to reduce the arrears list of 
non-payers of the annual maintenance charges. I am able to report that the list is now down to 2 
households – one in Ratton Drive owing £556 and the other in The Grove owing £465. There are another 
4 households who owe a combined total of £550 between them but I am confident that these will be 
settled by the AGM in May. With your continued support we will not allow these couple of residents to 
continue to flaunt their financial obligations and enjoy the pleasure of living on the estate free gratis. A 
schedule of the outstanding arrears will be available at the AGM. 
 
Roads. 
The annual maintenance was, as I reported before Christmas, carried out and I believe the road surfaces 
have stood up well to the winter weather. The road gullies were cleared out in January with varying 
degrees of success which is something that we will report on further at the AGM. 
 
Trees. 
Again the maintenance has been duly carried out in accordance with Condition Survey that we had 
commissioned last year. However a small number of residents have suggested that certain works on 
trees adjacent to their properties be brought forward but they will be carried out in line with the 
arboricultural report/work plan. I am sure you will have also noticed that we have regretfully had to fell 
some deceased mature trees but all have been replaced with new saplings. 
 
Development. 
Just the usual reminder that in line with the Estate Covenants you do need the Associations permission 
for any external changes to your property. It is just not good enough to obtain planning permission from 
the LA. If you have any doubts do please enquire of us. 
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AGM 
This event will be held in the Willingdon Church Hall on Thursday 17 May 2012 at 8.00 pm with drinks 
before hand at 7.30 pm. Can you please put this date in your diaries. This evening is an ideal time to 
meet with your neighbours and friends and discuss what is right and wrong with the affairs of the 
Association and debate the best way forward and give guidance to the Committee. I very much look 
forward to seeing a good turnout especially from newer residents. 
 
Generally. 
After some initial problems with Millwood’s delivery lorries gaining access through our part of the estate 
to The Combe things have now settled down. 
 
Private Street Works. 
During the Committees recent dealings with the County Council, on the status of the estate roads, it 
came to our attention that when the estate was originally built a number of the properties were charged 
deposits which are known as an Advance Payments Code. These monies are collected for making up 
the roads prior to being adopted by the Local Authority. 
 
I would draw your attention to the fact that the deposit is against the property and made by the resident 
at the time (which may be different to the owner today). Registering a right as a land charge ensures that 
anyone taking a later interest in the land will take it subject to that right. This is because of S.198 (1) of 
the Law of Property Act 1925.   
 
There is no intention now of the County Council making up the road and the monies should be returned 
to the current property owner. The individual sums involved can be substantial and range between £27 
and £818, the vast majority being in the hundreds. 
 
None of the properties in Manor Way or Ratton Garden were charged under the Advanced Payments 
Code.   
 
To make an enquiry or a request for a refund you need to provide evidence that an owner of the property 
has made in the past a payment for the works to be completed.  
 
You should make your enquiry/request to: 
 
Nikki Robson 
East Sussex County Council 
Highway Information Team 
Transport Development Control 
Economy, Transport and Environment Department  
County Hall 
St Anne’s Crescent   
Lewes 
East Sussex BN7 1UE 
 
Telephone:  01273 482271 
 
 
My very best wishes to you and I look forward to seeing you at the AGM on the 17 May 2012. 
 
 
John Cudd – Chairman. 
March 2012  
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NEWSLETTER AUTUMN 2012 
 
 
Dear Fellow Residents 
 
It’s that time of year once more with the short days arriving and the bad weather just around the corner! 
 
Those of you who attended the AGM back in May will have heard of the decisions that have been taken 
by your Committee and in particular the progress that has been made in regard to the collection of 
maintenance charge arrears. This year has seen a marked improvement in the rate of collection, but we 
still have those few households that seem to hold out until Christmas. Unfortunately of course we do still 
have those residents who just refuse to pay full stop. 
 
Roads. 
 
The roads, although a bit of a patchwork in places, remain sound. As in previous years a close eye will 
be kept on the surface condition during the winter months and any dangerous situations rectified.  It is 
the Committee’s intention to come back to the AGM next May with various proposals to resurface all the 
tarmac roads on the Estate in a phased sequence. You will appreciate that this undertaking will involve 
considerable expenditure and we will therefore need the residents mandate to proceed. 
 
A quantity of salt/grit has been purchased and will be distributed to household’s strategically placed 
around the Estate for use on the roads should we have periods of ice and snow.   
 
Please take care to avoid parking on or driving onto communal grass verges. It causes obvious damage 
to both the verge and edge of the road, especially during the winter months. 
 
Trees. 
 
Chaffins have recently completed the latest scheduled work identified in their inspection. It is proposed 
that we continue with our policy of regular inspection to provide us with an on-going and structured 
maintenance programme.   
 
The Local Authority identified Dutch Elm Disease in two trees, in the ownership of a resident, on the 
bank in Ratton Drive and these have now been removed. We have seven Ash trees on land managed by 
the Association which will be monitored for any sign of the disease which is so tragically affecting this 
species elsewhere in the country. 
 
We will continue our policy to replace any trees which, through necessity, are removed on the land 
managed by the Association.    
 
Just a reminder that you do require the Associations permission to “Cut down or lop any trees on your 
land”.  
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Development. 
 
Several large scale alterations/extensions have been carried out over the summer months which 
fortunately are now virtually complete. Whilst they have obviously caused some disruption for the 
immediate neighbours the Committee is grateful for your patience and in most cases good humour! 
 
There will no doubt be further projects planned in the coming months and I would remind residents to 
approach us first to gauge the Associations reaction to their proposals prior to submitting a planning 
application to the Local Authority which may contravene the Estate Covenants. 
 
The Millwood development in The Combe is now nearing completion and I hope you agree that this has 
been carried out with the minimum disruption to us. I will be approaching them to rectify the minimal 
damage that they have caused to our verges at a couple of locations. 
 
Private Street Works. 
 
You will recall that in the last Newsletter I brought to your attention that ESCC were holding deposits 
which are known as an Advance Payments Code. These monies are collected for making up the roads 
prior to being adopted by the Local Authority. 
 
I understand that to date less than ten households have applied for the refunds. In total the CC holds just 
over £19,000 which is rightfully due to a huge proportion of residents. 
 
Your enquiry should be made to: 
 
Nikki Robson 
East Sussex County Council 
Highway Information Team 
Transport Development Control 
Economy, Transport and Environment Department 
County Hall, St Anne’s Crescent , Lewes, East Sussex BN7 1UE 
 
Telephone: 01273 382271 
 
Website – (www.oldratton.org.uk) 
 
This is now up and running with many thanks to Chris Abbey for his dedication and hard work. A copy of 
this Newsletter will be uploaded onto the site. Whilst there is still work to be done to populate the site we 
now have the foundation on which to work and go forward.  
 
Bonfires.  
 
There were a couple of inconsiderate bonfires lit by residents over recent months one of which got out of 
control. May we please ask you to consider other residents safety and amenity value. 
     
Finally I would like to say that your suggestions and constructive criticism on how to improve all things on 
the Estate is always very welcome. However what is not acceptable is anonymous ill informed letters 
from a certain resident making snide remarks at myself and the Committee. Yes we have a good idea of 
who you are and perhaps if you paid your long outstanding dues you would be entitled to an opinion. 
 
Many thanks for reading this and for your continued and growing support. With only a matter of weeks to 
Christmas may I and the Committee take this opportunity of wishing you all and your families a very 
happy festive season. 
 
John Cudd - Chairman.    
November 2012     
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